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The influx of Chinese immigrants, meanwhile, bade fair to regain
the dimensions of the pre-1931 period. After falling to an insignificant
figure in 1932, the net number of Chinese immigrants, that is to say
the number of those entering less the number of those returning to
China, had risen in 1933 to nearly 100,000, and in the first four months
of 1934 it exceeded 130,000, showing that the process of filling up the
empty spaces of Manchuria from the over-populated regions of North
China was still a factor of primary account in the economic and
political outlook.1

This large-scale recruitment of Chinese from China Proper lent
additional emphasis to the importance for Japan of winning the good-
will of the native population of Manchuria. On this point the avail-
able evidence indicated that the Chinese peasantry, when not inflamed
by exceptional causes of irritation such as attempts to expropriate
land, displayed in the main a dumb indifference to the change of
regime, but that the relations of the Japanese with the Chinese
merchant and official classes were going from bad to worse. This state
of affairs was commonly explained by the rough behaviour of the
Japanese soldiery and by the contempt and lack of confidence shown
by the Japanese officials towards their Chinese colleagues and sub-
ordinates. So marked were the effects that a special correspondent
of The Times, in summing up his impressions of the Chinese feeling
towards the Japanese in Manchuria, was impelled to conclude that
'thus far the Japanese have succeeded in inspiring only dislike and
distrust'. It should be added, however, that other observers noticed
a tendency to improvement in the class of young Japanese adminis-
trators arriving in Manchuria to take up juxaior posts, and reported
that the earlier type of aggressive official was disappearing.

In the political evolution of the state of Manchukuo a new stage
was reached on the 1st March, 1934, when the Chief Executive2 was
enthroned as Emperor of Manchukuo with the reign-title of Kang-te
and when simultaneously an organic law was promulgated replacing,
but reproducing in all essentials other than the establishment of the
monarchy, the provisional law enacted in 1932. No form of popular
representation was set up, and although a Legislative Council was
provided for, its organization was left, as was also the question of the

1  It should "be noted, in this connexion, that Chinese researches in the pro-
vinces of Hopei and Shantung, carried out under the auspices of the. Institute
of Pacific Relations, revealed, disappointingly, that the outflow of surplus
population to Manchuria had not been accompanied by any improvement of
the local standard of living.

2  Mr. Pu Yi, who, under the title of Hsuan Tung, had been Emperor of China
until his abdication in 1912. See the Survey for 1932, p. 457.